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I sincerely hope, my friends, that I 
may on the present occasion enjoy your 
undivided attention, so that what I 
advance may receive on your part an 
honest, candid and charitable consi- 
deration. I do not believe that we 
enjoy the blessings of life, of an exist- 
ence in the world, for any but one great 
purpose, and that is, to realize through 
the enjoyment of that life that has been 
extended to us all, the advantages 
which our Father and God has so pro- 
fusely spread around us; and to do 
this we should direct our efforts in such 
@ course as should be consistent with 
the circumstances that surround us. 
: To do good and to promote the happi- 
vi ness of humanity should be the object 

of every effort made by all mankind. 
ms Feeling this to be the leading motive in 

my standing before you on the present 
4 occasion, I only, in asking your, chari- 
* table attention, ask of you that in- 
dulgence and that respect which I jeel 
disposed to extend to you as circum- 
Stances demand it. 

The subject of religion is one that is 
perhaps as variously’ treated as any 
other that is made the subject of thought 
and reflection by the thinking, reason- 


= 


ing portion of the family of mankind ; 


ngs when we view the manner in which 
Wt 18 treated, not only in its application 


to intelligent beings, but in the ex- 
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pression of opinions and conceptions in 
reference to it as well, we find that 
many errors and mistakes arise, as the 
results of a mis-conception of the truth 
and a want of a due consideration o 
the circumstances by which men are 
surrounded here in the world. This 
consideration leads me in giving ex- 
pression to my opinions, to pursue a 
somewhat different course, perhaps, 
from what many would do. I desire 
to pursue this course with all the 
anxiety for and devotion to truth, and re- 
gard for its principles, that should 
characterize the most candid. I have 
thought that people indulged in re- 
flection concerning religion, much as 
children do when they first look upon 
the world and begin to make their 
acquaintance with a state of being on 
the earth. They suppose that they are 
at the very day-dawn of all existence, 
and that everything that meets their 
eyes or ears, or in any other way 
forces itself upon their attention, h 

its existence with some direct relation- 
ship to themselves. Itis for us to whose 
lot it has fallen to live when ages have 
passed away, whose teeming millions 
of human intelligences have been borne 
along on time’s ever-rolling current t@ 
the broad ocean of eternity, when we 
find around us the many pre. to be 
seen and appreciated which in some 
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form and to some extent forced them- 
selves upon the attention of others who 
have lived earlier in the world’s history, 
to take advantage of them in forming 
our conclusions of the great purposes 
of our Father in making provision for 
his children here upon the earth. We 
should remember that this is not the 
beginning of time or existence, and 
that we are not at the dawn of the day 
of man’s happiness and being in the 
world. And we should not suppose 
that the sun that shines to gladden the 
earth to-day, has for the first time 
arisen on the world because. perchance, 
it may have been the first time that we 
have been able to drink in its smiles; 
or forget that the generations of men 
who have long since passed away lave 
been cheered and blessed by its light 
even as we are now. : 

We live in a time when we have a 
Bible that our friends esteem sacred, 
[and I do not say so because I do not 
esteem it sacred,| and from that Bible 
we draw certain conclusions relative to 
matters of much importance to us as 
intelligent beings. Perhaps these con- 
clusions may be correct, and very likely 
they may, to some extent, be incorrect. 
The erroneous conclusions arrived at I 
do not lay to any fault there may be in 
the Bible, but to an iucorrect under- 
standing of whatisinit. But, in order 
that we may understand something of 
the nature of that great work, a little of 
the history of which is contained in the 
Bible, we must travel back to a time 
when there was no Bible, nor a record 
of God’s word as we have itnow; when 
mankind had to journey in the way to 
heaven, to happiness and glory without 
it;. and through that travel learn a 
little more justly to appreciate that 
which was before there was any book 
writteu—that which was and is and 
will ever continue to exist. For there 
has been no period in the long roll of 
ages that have floated into the past, 
when the truth had not an existence ; 
that truth of which a little is written 
in the meagre history we have of God's 
dealings with his children in the past, 
and which, when reflected upon our 
understandings, will reveal to us the 
purposes of our Father and his pro- 
visions for the eternal happiness of the 
great family ~f mankind; and there 
never will be a time, while existence | 
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endures, in which the truth will no 
have its application to man as the pro- 
geny of God. 

Well, independent of what notions 
men may entertain of the Bible, o 
what is contained in it, we will institute 
a search there to see what we can glean 
from it in reference to the parposes of 
God. Some people will take up 4 
portion of the Scriptures and from it 
arrive at certain conclusions, while 
other men will arrive at quite different 
conclusions from the same passage. In 
the pursuit of and sustaining of the 
varied opinions thus drawn frora the 
same source, man has been arrayed 
against his fellow-man, and feelings the 
most embittered have been engendered 
in the support of one opinion to the 
deprecation of another opinion; and 
man’s interests, so far as his influence 
is affected, are made to rise and fall 
according to the manner in which his 
opinions are entertained by those with 
whem he is associated. In our refer- 
ence to the Scriptures, I shall direct 
your attention only to such portions as 
are simple yet pointed, and which «fford 
the least possible chance for cavil or 
contradiction; and from them I will 
endeavor to arrive et conclusions such 
as may appear consistent to us. Any 
allusions I may make to the opinions 
entertained by my brother from whom 
I differ in opinion, will be. made in the 
spirit of kindness. What! do you call 
him brother who differs from you? 
Why, yes, because he is my brother. 
We are all brethren for the simple 
reason that we all havethe same Father; 
and though we\may differ in opinion, 
that will not lead me to deny the rela- 
tionship. And what I ask is, that the 
same charitable feeling I extend to 
others may be extended to me. In 
this way, as brethren, we will be able 
to subserve to the greatest possible 
extent the purposes of God as reflect 
in his dealings with mankind, wiethet 
we find them recorded in the objects 
around us, written in books, or on the 
entablature of humanity as He has 
developed his own werk. From these 
we would seek to learn the nature? 
His purposes and designs, that we may 
understand something of the relation- 
ship we sustain to Him and of the 
future that stretches away before us. 

It is assumed by some that a portion: 
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‘of the family of mankind were created 


for happiness—for endless felicity and 
glory, while another portion were formed 
to be eternally miserable. If this is not 
avowed in words, it is evinced by the 
positions that men assume in the — 
ons they entertain and express. Does 
the devoted Christian travel through 
life unmindful of the munificent hand 


that strews blessings around him from 


day today? Or does he seek to please 
his God because he expects, through 
the favor of that God, to find a heaven 
of rest, of happiness and glory, when 
sublunary things shall have passed 
away? a place, the existence of which 
has been determined before by the 
counsel of the Father, where, when his 
earth-wanderings shall have closed, he 
will be enabled to realize, through the 
development of the circumstances of 
life, a condition of existence in the 
mansions of his Father as a saved son 
of Gud, a redeemed child ‘of heaven, 
ransomed, purified, saved and raised to 
glory, immortality and eternal life. If, 
as one of those who look forward with 
bright hope to that anticipated condi- 
tion of glorious existence, I profess to 
love and adore God, and to have re- 
ceived from him some signal manifesta- 
tion of his mercy that leads me to 
believe in a living, dying and resur- 
rected Jesus, through whom alone I can 
hope to be saved and exalted—that I 
am the favoured of God, what is the 
fate of my brother? not him alone who 
believes as I do and worships at the 
same altar, but every one of the family 


| of man, all who have been sent into 


the world, who live as 1 live, suffer as 
! suffer, and tu whom the same means 
of happiness and pleasure minister 
gratification as they do to me. LEarth’s 
teeming millions tell me I am not alone, 
but that men have been multiplied and 
have drawn their existence trom the 
same parent stock. How can I be im- 
pressed with or entertain a faith that 
tells me my Father not only determined 
me to be saved and exalted to happi- 
hess and immortality beyond the grave, 
but just as much determined and 
ordained that my poor, unfortunate 
brother, the son of my l‘atner, who is 
flesh of my flesh, bone of my bone, and 
drew his life trom the same parent 
fountain, shouid be as miserable, 
Wretched and tormented as I am happy 
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67 
and blessed? One reason I find for 
not receiving this view of the matter is, 
that I conceive there would a difficulty 
arise in making the selection of those 
who were to be saved from those who 
were to be consigned to eternal misery 
among the families of man, if this 
selection is made unconditionally. You 
may, perhaps, say, “* O, this is only your 
opinion, and it may be no better than 
myown;” I will, therefore, call your 
attention to some simple, pointed 
passages of Scripture, that may have 
an influence in assisting you to come to 
a unity of opinion with me. We find 
it recorded in the 26th verse of the 17th 


chapter of Acts, that God “ hath made 


of one blood all nations of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth.” If the 
statement be correct, that God not only 
made all people, but that he created 
all the nations of one blood, then, so far — 
as his relationship to the families or 
nations of the earth is concerned, as 
their Creator, they all sustain the same 
relationship tohim. We cannot believe 
this without admitting that the creation — 
of the nations of men that dwell on aid 
the face of the earth is precisely the 
same, and bears evidence of the same 
design and purpose. But, what reasons 
do we find for this? One reason to 
which I will call ‘your attention may 
be drawn from an examination of the 
record of God’s work, his will and pur= 
poses, that lies within our reach, ar@ 
that is, the record that is written in 
man, revealed in his existence and 
found in his constitution. When we 
read his constitution, no matter to what 
spot of earth we go, we find the same 
volume reveais the same truths in every 
place. It shows that man, constitu- 
tionally, is the same wherever you find 
him, whether he is black, whice or red. 
This is an older book than the Bible; 
one which bad an existence before the 
Bible was begun to be written. Then, 
for the sake of its age and Author, if 
for nothing else, entertain a respect for 
the truth it reveals; and that is the 
greatest claim it has on your charity 
and consideration. Let us go back, 
then, and look at the revelations con- 
tained in this book. Let us see what it 
says concerning man—the ignorant 
and unbelieving, as well as the devoted 
believer in the Lord Jesus Ubrist, who 
is wedded heart and soul to the Gospg 


of the Son of God. Is he constituted 
tobe happy?’ Yes. Can there be any 
reason advanced to sustain the con- 
clusion, that the design of God in giving 
man the constitution he has bestowed 
upon him was that he might be happy, 
_ might be exalted, and develope qualities 
that were constitutionally in him to 
rise from a condition of helplessness to 
one of influence, power and glory—any 
reason that comes home to our minds ?P 
There is a reason; and it is found in 
the dealings of God with man as they 
are revealed in the Scriptures, in that 
little scrap of Bible history which 
speaks of man’s introduction to the 
earth; for then God did not speak to 
him of wretchedness and misery, of woe 
and suffering. This was not the nature 
of his discourse to man. But when he 
had made for him a lovely heritage, 
and garnished it with everything pleas- 
ing to the eye and grateful to the sense, 
having made of earth a home of beauty, 
of life and exvellence, he gave it to man 
that he might have dominion over it, 
and over all that there was of life per- 
taining to it. Contemplate man in the 
condition in which this history repre- 
sents him to be; a being clothed with 
power to exercise dominion over the 
earth and to subdue it to his rule; with 

wer to multiply and increase and fill 
wu with men and women who would be 
like himself, and say if it was not the 
purpose of God that man should be 
éxalted and happy! 

* But,” says one, ‘the light of this 
history is misty and dubious.” Well, we 
will get away, then, from the dim light of 
the opening morning, and travel down 
the world’s history for a few years. 
By doing so we find that after a period 
of. silence God ayain began to talk to 
his children. He does not seem to lose 
sight of the purpuse that induced him 
to form the great scheme of man’s being. 
- We find him speaking to Abraham, 

inting out the means whereby he can 

ulfil the nature of the design of his 

constitution. I will not enter into all 
the details; if you wish for more than 
there is now time to touch upon, you 
can read and gather up at your leisure 
the items recorded. her he begins 
to speak to Abraham, then, he proposes 
something of the same kind as he had 
wo Adam—that if he would be 
edient to his requirements he should 
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increase and multiply and exercise 
dominion on the earth. When He 
placed Adam in the Garden of Eden he 
said, ‘‘ Of every tree in the garden you 


may eat, except one; and of that you, 


must not eat.”” ‘ What, Father, will 
be our lot if we do not eat of that one 
tree, what will be the consequences of 
our obedience?” ‘Life, my child; 
lite without death, happiness without 
misery, glory without any dark or dim- 
ming cloud to mar its splendor: this 
will be the result. You will know good 
and enjoy good.” ‘‘ But, supposing we 
eat of that other tree that you say is 
the tree of knowledge of val and evil? 
Not only of good, but of good and evil.” 
‘Misery and woe, my child, shall 
mingle with your happiness.” What is 
taught by this lesson? Simply, that if 
he would comply with the instructions 
of his Father he would know good and 
enjoy happiness; but if he deviated 
from them he would not only know 
good but evil also—drink of the cup of 
misery, suffering and wretchedness. 
Does not all the history of man, from 
that time, prove the truth of this? 
The sorrowing and wretchedness of 
humanity to-day, from earth’s extreme 
bounds, declare that this is true; that 
this was involved in what the Lord 
said to Adam. What does he say to 
AbrahamP “Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, untoa 
land that I will shew thee; and I will 


| make of thee a great nation, and I will 


bless thee and make thy name great. 
And in thee shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.” To this promise 
was conjoinec! the conditions of faith- 
fulness and obedience. When Abra- 
ham had proven his faithfulness to the 
Lord, what was the result? God made 
with him an everlasting covenant, an 
eternal one, that in blessing him he 
would multiply his posterity forever, 
and his seed should become as nume- 
rous as the stars of heaven or as the 
countless. sands by the sea shore; and 
to that posterity he promised chuicé 
und glorious blessings. He gave W 


him an inheritance, not for a lease of 


but for an ‘ ever- 


ninety-nine years, 
While time should 


lasting possession.” 


hold its ceaseless course, or etervity 
continue, it was to be held by him 

his posterity by the immutable fiat 
e Almighty, It was secured to 
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children through the faithfulness of the 
father. You see the same manifesta- 
tion of the purposes of God, in reference 
to man’s existence on the earth, here 
displayed as was evinced by his deal- 
ings with Adam. If intellectual man, 
the being whom he had constituted and 
organized to be great, glorious and 
happy, would hearken to his voice and 
obey his commandments, he would 
crown him with blessings, teach him to 
develope the dawning greatness which 
his embryotic powers foreshadowed, 
and Jead him to glory, exaltation and 
happiness, 

This leads me to believe that God’s 
design jn giving man his peculiar con- 
stitution was that he might be happy, 
by becoming clothed with the excel- 
lence of truth that would enable him to 
regulate the actions of his entire life in 


harmony with the laws of the design of | 


his being. This is what we find written 
in the constitution of man himself. He 
is a record of God’s designs, fur in his 
constitution is written the purposes of 
his existence; a book that all should 
seek to read and understand ; a volume 
that reveals the same truths in every 
clime and in every race. 

When Jesus came, at a later period 
of the world’s history, he gave to man 
in precept and in action a revelation of 
the same truths. It was said of him 
that he came preaching the Gospel of 
the kingdom of God. When people talk 
of the Gospel, why can they not keep 
this great consideration in remem- 
brance. It was not only the Gospel of 
mercy and salvation to redeem fallen 
humanity, but, also, ‘‘ the Gospel of the 
kingdom” that Jesus came preaching. 
Ere he left the earth he called certain 
men to be the bearers of the Gospel he 
taught to the nations of the earth, that 

umanity everywhere might be blessed 
by its principles, if they would. They 
Wandered with him as he went about 
doing good. He taught and instructed 
them—not in schools as men now are 
taught to preach ; he was too poor for 

‘at, and so were they. No seminary 
: learning opened its portals to give 
the Galileans admission as pupils, no 


preceptors bestowed upon 


— the truits of their researclies ; 
the Son of God taught them, while 

e heavens affurded them a shelter 
and the mountains secured them a re- | 


treat. There, in nature’s great temple, 
with the bright sun shedding its lustre 
around them, lambent as the pure 
truths he communicated to them, er 
with the stars glancing down into the 
blue waters on whose bosom the fisher-~ 
man’s tiny boat was cradled, he taught 
them Heaven’s learning, the princip 

1 which his Father designed to save, 
elevate and make glorious humanity. 
He told them he had not come todo his 
own will, but the will of Him by whom 
he had beensent. He called these men, 
and erdained them, and said, “As my 
Father sent me, so send I you.” M 
motive in calling your attention to this 


particular portion of the history of 


God’s work, is to show you the nature 
and extent. of that work. Having 
qualified them, then, to preach the Gos- 
pel of the kingdom, Did he send them to ~ 
a few nations of the earth, to one 
portion of the family of man exclu- 
sively, that they might be favored with 
that Gospel which would exalt them to 
happiness and bliss? No; no such ~ 
poor or contracted instructions fell from 
the lips of the Lamb of God. The com- 
mission they received was conceived im 
no such narrowness of thought. It 
was “(Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
Be my ambassadors to every nation 
within the limits of earth’s extended 
bounds ; preach to all the Gospel; say 
to all, ‘‘He that believeth ana is bap- 
tized shall be saved, and he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned;” and they 
who believe shall receive power to he- 
come the sons of God. He did not tell 
them to preach to the world of mankind 
that he was ordained before the world 
was as the Savior of 2 few of the human 
family, and that all the rest were shut 
out from a participation in the blessin 
secured by the reception of the Gospel; 
but he promised that all who would 
receive the testimony borne to them 
should enjoy the blessings; and to alk 
the call was extended. ‘ 
A short time subsequent to his 
ascension one of his Apostles, when 
preaching the earliest Gospel sermon 
which we have any account after the 
ascension of Jesus, was interrogated by 
some, who were pricked in their hearts 
under the power of his testimony, whaé 
they should do; and he replied, * Re-~ 
pent and be baptized every one of you 
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thus cleansed, and had been made kings 
and priests to God, let us inquire how 
they obtained the blessings they en- 
joyed- We know something of the 
itary of John the Revelator: How 
was he cleansed by the blood of Jesus, 
and that before Jesus died? He was 
an Apostle of Jesus, called and ordained 
to be such while the Savior tabernacled 
among men. He was one of those to 
whom Jesus said, ‘‘ You have not 
chosen me but I have chosen you.” 
How, then, was he cleansed from his 
sins? Why, he was one of those who 
believed on the Lord Jesus and was 
baptized for the remission of his sins; 
he was confirmed, and afterwards set 
apart,—ordained by the Son of God to 
be his ambassador to mankind, in con- 
junction with others called to be.preach- 
ers of righteousness, that he might bear 
to perishing humanity the Gospel which 
he had received himself; that they 
might be cleansed from their sins as he 
was, and be made kings and priests 
unto God. What do we learn, then, 
from the song of this ransomed host ? 
Why, that the Gospel which John 
preached, and by which he was re- 
deemed, was to be preached. to every 


nation, and tongue, and kindred, anj 
people; the Gospel that brings hapyi. 
ness to man, that exalts him to pow 
and gliry and crowns him with bles. 
sings and immortality as the child 
God. This is the Gospel that comes t 
you and me, that offers to us eterng 
life. It offers life and immortality y 
all; ‘‘ Whosoever believeth ana is bap. 
tized shall be saved ;” it ministers hap. 
piness to the sorrowing denizens of 
earth; it developes truth within the 
soul until man, the child of God, be. 
comes exalted in the presence of his 
Father, crowned with fadeless glory a 
he travels onwards in the path of cease 
less progression. 

That the Gospel thus freely ani 
liberally offered to man, by a kiné 
Father whose charity never sleeps, and 
whose beneficent provisions are ever Mim Ch 
extended to his children, may go from Hm W. 
nation to nation, and from people 
people, swelling the numbers of thos 
who can sing of the redeeming mercies 
of God, rejoicing in the bright hopes ip 
kindled within the soul, and that trath an 
may be the reigning, governing int 
ence on the earth, is my prayer in the ten 


name of Jesus. Amen. eul 
E. L. Sloan, Reporter. Al 
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YE ASK AND RECEIVE NOT, BECAUSE YE DO NOT ASK ARIGHT. BM sim 
o— | | the 

ONE of the reasons assigned by the Almighty for his not being pleased with the whi 
children of men and their forms of worship, previous to the introduction of the sad 

0 


Gospel in these last days, was because, as he said, ‘“‘ They draw near unto m 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” They had a form of godlines Hq our 
and a form only; there was nothing heart-felt in it that was acceptable to Hin. 


This still continues to be the practice of the children of men. It arises in pat My Mus 


from tradition, and in part from their not partaking of the power of godliness 
To them God is an imaginary being—a being whom they, nor their fathers, nev 


saw, and with whom they never had intercourse. To them, therefore, hei Bows 


an ideal personage ; all their knowledge of him being derived from tradition 


the records of those who did know hiin and held intercourse with him in forme IM Prac 


times. The Gospel was revealed to the earth in these days in its ancient pow 
and purity, for the purpose of reviving the ancient knowledge and bringing mal 
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‘nto closer connection with his heavenly Father. A man who lives in strict 
obedience to the pure Gospel of Jesus can not fail to obtain a knowledge of God, 
and to realize, to an extent proportionate to his diligence in keeping his com- 
mandments, his character and his attributes. He becomes acquainted, to 4 
certain extent, with God, who no longer appears in the same relationship to him, 
nor occupies the same place in his thoughts, that he did under the influence of 
old traditions and teachings previous to the revelation of the truth in its fulness. 
When he bows down to pray to God, it is not as though he were addressing a 
being of whose existence he knows nothing, only as-he is informed by tradition 
and old records, but as a being with whom he has had personal communication. 
His prayers, therefore, will not be formal, will not consist in lip-service alone, 
but will be the devotion and sincere expression of the feelings of the heart. 
Where the Spirit of the Gospel is enjoyed in its fulness, this is always the case 
with those who have become its believers. Where it is not the case, and the old 
formality exists, there is good evidence that the power of the Gospel is not 
enjoyed. 

We fear that very many of our brethren and sisters, members of the Church of 
Christ, do not realize the importance of this distinction as fully as they should. 
We have reason to think that in many instances the same complaint can be made 
respecting them that was made respecting the world previous to the organi- 
zation of the Church in these days—namely, ‘“‘ They draw near me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me.” This formalism is the spirit of the world ; 
and, surrounded as the Saints are by those who practice it, they are apt to fall 
into its indulgence likewise. Everything that they see around them has a 
tendency to encourage it within them; while the exhortations and examples to 
cultivate a contrary spirit, a spirit of close and intimate intercourse with the 
Almighty, are but few, and seldom heard or witnessed. The backwardness of 
the Saints in their spiritual growth, and the absence of those more distinctive 
and advanced evidences of mighty faith, are the consequences which follow this 
formal method of praying; for it is impossible for men and women to obtain 
blessings from God unless they seek them with energy and with a heart-felt 
desire. They who became mighty in ancient days through their faith and 


5 Power, were those who sought the Lord in diligence, pouring.out the desires of 


their souls in fervent prayer before him. They who have become mighty in this 
last dispensation, and exhibited strong faith and power, have done so upon @ 
similar principle. They have attained unto favor with God by departing from 
the beaten path travelled by the world; by throwing aside the spirit of formality 
Which they indulge in and seeking unto God in a more acceptable manner. If 
We, a8 Saints, would obtain favor with God, and make progress in the knowledge 

of heavenly things, we must do likewise. When we pray, we must pray with 

our hearts, and not with our lips alone. We must have our souls engaged in 

What we ask for—have all our energies fully aroused, so that when we ask, it 
must be with such a concentration of faith, such a belief that we shall receive 
what we ask, that our Father in heaven cannot by his promise deny us. Because 
We are commanded to pray often, we should not be less attentive to these points. 

Because we ask the Lord in the name of Jesus to bless our food every time we 
eat, we should not allow ourselves, through the frequent repetition of this 
Practice, to do with our lips what our hearts should be fully engaged in. And 
$0, also, if as Elders we should be called upon to administer the sacrament, to 
baptize, to confirm, to lay hands on the sick, or to attend to any of the ordinances 
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connected with the magnifying of our Priesthood. It is solemn mockery hefore oy 
God to approach him with our lips alone while our hearts are far from him. 

Among ourselves, when one talks to another it causes a feeling of contempty 
arise in the bosom of the person addressed if he gets the idea that his friend; 
talking to him with the lips alone, and that his heart does not prompt the ute. 
ance. If this be the case with friends who are under no special obligations om 
to another, and who are upon terms of equality, how much stronger must 
the feeling our God must entertain for those who approach him with bende 
knee and an affectation of humility in voice and manner, to express unto him 
who is the Author of every blessing they enjoy, words which do not represent 
corresponding feelings in their hearts. They who worship God “ must worship 
him in spirit and in truth ;” and we are confident that if we, as members of hi 
Church, having thereby a claim on his promises, would approach him ins 
proper manner as he has commanded, we would have far more of his power, far 
more manifestations of his favor, far more of that faith by which mighty work 
are accomplished than we have at the present time. 

Because we huve been baptized and received the laying on of hands, an( 
become members of his Church, we need not expect that he will overlook inu 
what he has already condemned in the world. He has condemned them for 
offering him merely lip-service. He will condemn us, and our condemnation 
will be much greater than theirs, because of our relationship to him, if we do the 
same. He wishes us to obtain knowledge of him. He wishes us to draw new 
unto him that he may draw near untous, that we may be able to appeal unt 
him as unto a kind and beneficent Father in every time of need. He wishes the 
barriers that have hitherto separated his children from him—barriers erected by 
false traditions and teachings through the power of Satan—to be broken dom 
_ by the power of that faith which he has revealed in the Gospel. He wishes u 
to realize that he is a living, speaking, mighty God as in days of old; that the 
lapse of centuries has not curtailed his power, diminished his love, nor caused 
him to view with indifference the welfare of his children upon the earth; bu 
that he is the same kind Being unto those who seek after him in humility an 
with heart-felt sincerity to-day, that he was in former days when he communi 
cated his will unto his children. 

No man or woman who knows God, and has experienced his power and realized 
his willingness to bestow his blessings upon those who seek unto him, shoul 
ever feel to bow down before their Father, or address him in any manner, with- 
out doing so with all their hearts. The world may continue to worship the Gol 
of their imaginations as they have done, because it is in conformity with theit 
traditions; but the Latter-day Saints should ever approach the God of Israel 
and of Joseph, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father—thil 
God of power whom the ancients knew and worshipped—as though he wert 
present and they were falling at his feet to ask him for what they need. 
they should do this, too, in simplicity of language, as they would address him @ 
any other being of whom they had favors to ask, avoiding vain repetitions 
long preambles, and everything of a character to grieve the Spirit of the Lord 
and to prevent their prayers being answered. The most powerful prayé 
judging by the effects that have followed their being offered up, are those which 
are most simple, devoid of display and to the point. This is a matter respecting 
_ which the Saints should be careful and observant. And, if they will exercitt 
their faith aright, there is no good thing, which they can desire, that will b 
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ithheld from them. Because you do not get all your prayers answered and 
your desires granted immediately, you must not therefore be disheartened. 


th TP emember the instruction upon this point imparted by Jesus through the 
di arable of the importunate widow, and remember, also, that though your prayers 
it: May not be answered immediately, if they are offered in the name of Jesus and 


n faith, nothing being left undone by you that is required, they will live on the 
ecords of heaven and in the remembrance of the Lord, and yet bear fruit. The 
uncient fathers asked for blessings in their prayers, which are even now being 
yranted—thousands of years after the death of their mortal bodies. Many 
enturies ago the servants of the Lord among the Nephites made known to the 
ord the desires of their hearts respecting their brethren in their prayers, and 
hey yet await their fulfilment; but they know the promise of the Lord is sure 
und cannot fail. This is also the case with the Apostles of Jesus, who were with 
him in the flesh. He taught them to pray, and one of the subjects of that prayer 
yas, that ‘Thy [the Father’s] will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” So 
ong as they remained on the earth this, doubtless, continued to be their un- 
easing desire and prayer. The persecutions they suffered, through the hatred 
of mankind to the will of the Father, kept the desire alive in their bosoms. 
hey have not yet beheld the fulfilment of this oft-expressed desire; but still 
her pray:rs live, and all the powers of heaven, and the men also who are upon 
the earth, who love God, are engaged in the labor of preparing the way for their 
full and complete consummation. Though heaven and earth pass away, not one 
word that the Lord has spoken, not one promise that he has made, can pass 
away or remain unfulfilled. If they have waited thus patiently for the fulfil- 
ment of their prayers, cannot we, if necessary, do so also ? a 


NEWS FROM THE CONFERENCES. 
WarwicksHireE CoNFERENCE.—A Oonference was held in Coventry, on 


Mm Sunday, December 21st, 1862. In the morning meeting the Presidents of 
Branches represented the condition of their fields of labor. The representation 
(Twas of a cheering character, the Saints, generally, being desirous to do their 
(MiMduties, Elder Oliff, President of the Conference, read the Financial Report, 
"Bm which showed the Conference to be healthy and prosperous. The Authorities of 
(iB the Church were presented for the consideration of the meeting, and were unani- 
mously sustained by vote. Much necessary instruction was imparted by Presi- 
‘Bie cent Cliff. Elder W. G. Mills, District President, congratulated the Saints on 
ie their financial prosperity, and from his experience was enabled to say that for 
' im “any years the Conference was not in better working condition. He gave some 
1M spirited and sound counsels, exhorting the Saints to put into practical operation 
' Mie all the holy principles of our religion, either coming forth from Zion, or given by 
the Ministry in these lands. In the afternoon several of the local Elders were 
called on to speak, which they did in a profitable manner. Elder Oliff exhorted 
the Saints to diligence, and to understand the responsible positions which they 
held. President Mills spoke of the neeessity of unity and true love existing 
among God's people, and of feeling and practicing that charity and forgiveness 
ot disposition which characterize every high and noble mind. In the evening 
Eider Mills spoke on the purposes of God in building his kingdom, in the gather- 
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ing of the Jews, and the power of the ordinances of the Gospel both to Jews and 
Gentiles ; that to the consummation of God’s decrees God must raise up Prophet 
establish righteousness, and prepare mankind for the fulfilment of the anciag 
prophecies. Elder Cliff briefly bore testimony to the principles advanced ly 
Elder Mills. The meetings were all well attended, the greatest harmony pr 
vailed, and much of the Spirit was enjoyed. Elder John Swain acted as clet 
from whose minutes the foregoing has been extracted. | 

MancuEsTER ConrerRENCcE.—A District meeting of the Manchester Confereng 
was held on Sunday, January 11th, in the Saints’ meeting-house, Bolton; q 
which were present, Presidents George Q. Cannon, of the Mission, and John, 
Kay, of the Manchester District, Elders Miles P. Romney and James Lythgu 
and a number of Branch Presidents. Meetings were held in the morning ani 
afternoon, during which the Presidents of Branches briefly represented tke co 
dition of their Branches, and Elders Kay, Romney and Lythgoe, also spoke co 
cerning their labors and the joy they had in ministering to the Saints and 
strangers. Cheering reports were given of the condition of the Saints, and th 
disposition on the part of the peeple to investigate and embrace the principles d 
the Gospel. President Cannon spoke to the Saints in the morning and afternom, 
and all felt to rejoice—both speakers and hearers—in the principles that wer 
touched upon and the Spirit thet was poured out. 
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AMERICA. 

We have been favored with the follow- 
ing leiter, received by Elder O. W. 
West from a friend, the Editor of 
the Patchogue Herald, Long Island, 
America, and with pleasure lay it 
before the readers of the Star for 
their perusal 

Long Island, Dec. 19, 1862, 

Chauncey W. West, Esq. 

Dear Sir,—I received your excellent 
and instructive epistles, together with 
the Star, for which please receive m 
warmest thanks. I read with muc 
interest your communications, and find- 
ing them possessing knowledge which 
should be received by my readers, gave 
them publicity. I hardly imagine you 
intended the last for publication, but 
perceiving it contained valuable infor- 
mation, 1 hesitated not in presenting an 
extract for the consideration of the 
Herald’s patrons. 

With this brief introduction, I hasten 
to give you an item concerning America. 
Three years since, in truth could man 
assert that no fairer land than ours of 
America ever received the dazzling rays 


of the orb of day ; but to-day, sir, those 
rays seek the earth through a thickened, 
reddened mass of human gore. We 
are led in uttering this heart-sickening 
truth to Jook at the cause which has 
wrought such a change and prompted 
the patriot to offer his life-blood upo 
the altar of his country. 

The hand of demoralization grasps 
tightly the sabre of ruin, and to-day 
thrusts it into the life of our national 
existence, seeking in its energy the 
fountain from which now gushes the 
failing stream of our vitality. Nearet 
and nearer is it approaching the poiti 
from which springs our present hcpe- 
and few there are to defend the source 
of our welfare. We can but remail 
inactive, and listen to the murderous 
song now sung by thousands who have 
forgotten their God, their country, theif 
fellow-man, and all else save thet 
cursed personnel. Censure is attach 
to our head of government by men Wi? 
forget to look back to the hours of out Hapa 
prosperity—those hours which, in thel! 
exit from us, bore away no thought 0 
meddling with the possessions of a 
nation’s southern half. No! not unl! Ba 
the hobbies by which lovers of self-gal), 
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me and power were nearly exhausted, 
id they undertake to mark out the 
ds of Bull Run, Seven Pines, and 
ntietam. The lovers of their own 
se, degraded self, saw, in the bloody 
assacre of thousands of true, devout 
arts, an end which would favor them 
ith fame which, though appearing 
ightand lustrous, will, ere the terminus 
f the conflict, present a shade as black 
s Erebus, Already are the reapers of 
heir ill-gotten gains fearfully realizing 
ereward meted out to every traitor ; 
d may that God whose justice all 
knowledge, so doom them that, if on 
is terrestial sphere, their example and 
unishment may cause those inclined 
» error to lee irom their marked-out, 
famous course, and embrace the in- 
rests of the patriot; and if in that 
and, that better land, free from conten- 
jon, strife and wars, may their chas- 
isement be such as shall cause an 
terposition of the redeemed in their 
ehalf, even though they know and ac- 
nowledge the justice of their King. 
We are engaged in a tumult which 
as been caused not by the South 
lone, as many would have it; but the 
orth, our prized North, has done muca 
0 bring about this unholy contest. 
hose men, so-called, who have excited 
he fiery Southern blood, who have 
idiculed the Southern people as being 
n ignorant, over-bearing class, puny 
nd weak when compared with the 
tive, business-like men of the North, 
re men, beings, whose only fit punish- 
ent is the knotted hemp. Plotting. 
cheming wire-pullers, rolling in wealth, 
lof which comes in from the exertion 
the poor, uneducated white man, are 
dlsing their heads defiantly and proadly 
nthe knowledge that they are dupiny 
ignorant, protracting our national 
truggle, and taking thelives of hundreds 
, 48 true, loyal men as ever breathed 
0d’s open air. 
Pe any force that can remove 
ellish, wholesale robbery? Have 
; lub at the head of our nation a man 
1s iron, whuse word is as 
he sanction this immense 
knowing a fortune is 
a y the most corrupt of men ? 
Tt, sir, that in Abraham Lincola 
w Poe & man, than whom no truer or 
> *xists. Surrounded by those in- 
nes Which press heavily against 
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stands firm, unmoved by them, and 
gives to us ample evidence of one not 
wavering, but steadfast, abounding in 
excellence. Remarkable man he, if 
ever remaining in spirit undaunted, 
striking only for his country and her 
happiness and prosperity! Frail nature 
sinks beneath the oppressive burden to 
which it is subjected, and did we not 
find, amid the thousands basely unprin- 
cipled, hundreds who are deaf to all 
save the salvation of our country, and ~ 
who with blood-dyed hands buoy up 
the chief magistrate of the nation, we 
would know no abiding place save in 
the depths of obscurity. I say hun- 
dreds amid thousands, for I cannot see 
in the majority of those who have gone 
from us, shouting ‘On to victory, we'll | 
conquer or die,” anything but deter- 
mination to forsake their resolution, 
forget their homes and those institu- 
tions which blessed them in times of 
eace, and madly, frantically indulge 
in plundering and robbery. Traitor! 
The words appear tame when we con- 
sider upon that class who know no 
country, no anything, save gold. Cor- 
ruption issues from every pore of their 
sacred bodies; and we must bear the 
stench occasioned by the decay of prin- 
ciple and honor. 

Rapidly are we passing onward 
towards an abyss in the depths of 
which destruction awaits us; and un- 
less some hand shall arrest us in our 
blindness, our once beautiful land of 
America, the prideand boast of the world, 
willsink into the darkest, blackest shades 
of oblivion. Maythat Power that wields 
the sceptre of nations indue the Presi- 
dent of our Republic with that strength 
necessary to withstand the damning 
entreaties of the murderous pack that 
continually beset him, and endow him 
with that determination which shall 
drive out from the loyal armies of the 
States the living evidences of demoral- 
ization which now infest them. 

Mr. W., time forbids my writing more, 
[ hope it may please you to again favor 
the columns of the Herald, an speedily. 
I will write you again upon the receipt 
of yours. 

Wishing speedy relief for the _ 
pressed of your land and mine, I su 
scribe myself yours kindly, 

| App. D, Hawkins. 
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ENGLAND. 

WORCESTERSHIRE CONFERENCE. 
Worcester, Jan. 8, 1863. 


President Geo. Q. Cannon. 

Dear Brother, —It is with consider- 
able pleasure that I seat myself to in- 
form you of the feelings of the Saints 
in the Worcester Conference, which I 
believe will be interesting to you, as 
well as to all who desire the upbuilding 
of our Father’s kingdom in this the 
evening of time. 

Many of the Priesthood and Saints 
here have of late become thoroughly 
imbued with the spirit of reformation, 
and have manifested their desire to 
awake from their lethargy, partake of 
the spirit of the times and renew their 
diligence before the Lord and his 
servants, that they may obtain more 
of that spirit which, under every cir- 
cumstance, is calculated to comfort and 
bless them, and ciieer them on in that 
path that will lead to honor and exalta- 
tion in the kingdom of heaven. I am 
sure that vou will be glad to know that 
men who have been in the Church over 
twenty years have gone forth and re- 
newed their covenants, manifesting their 


OF NEWS. 


desire to be still connected with thy 
Work which, though despised by th 
many, has brought to them so many 
choice blessings, and which promiy 
to them many more, inasmuch as tha 
will continue faithful. | 

At a District meeting, on Sunday, 26% 
ult., a joyous time was experienced, 
when, aiter the business of the da 
was over, many of the Elders declare 
their determination to be more faithid 
than ever, and to exert toemselves i 
the carrying out of the instructions s 
recently given through the Star. The 
expressed themselves willing to doa 
that they could to further the Work ly 
their faith, prayers and means; 90! 
trust we shall have some good time, 
and be able to’do all that is required. 

Many of the Saints here are anxiousj 
longing for their deliverance, and trust 
sincerely that the coming spring wil 
end their sojourn in this land. The 
are tired of Babylon and sick of he 
abominations. 

Wishing you a very happy New Yeu, 
and with prayers for your future wel 
being, I remain yours, truly, 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
——0 


Encuann.—A terrific gale raged during the 19th and 20th instant, doings 
poet amount of damage, causing many casualties at sea and a great loss of life 
London telegram of the morning of the 21st says Tne destruction of 
property by the gale has been so great that at present it would be impossible t0 
give anything like a correct number of the casualties.” Accounts from various 
parts of the country, both inland and on the sea-bvard, are of a similar charactt. 
_ France.—Tnhe Times Paris correspondent says it is rumoured that orders hart 
been given by the Minister of Marine that the forts, magazines, dockyards, and 
arsenals of the ports shall be cased with iron. The experiments that have bee 
lately tried at Rochefort in presence of a committee of naval and artillery officers 
have been successful, and have proved that iron-casing is the best system? 
defence. A l-tter written by the Emperor to General Forey, Commanaer-lt 
Chief of the French army in Mexico, under date July 3, 1862, has beet 
recently published. It’s tune is firm and decisive as to bringing Mexico under 
French power. It speaks of “ regenerating” Mexico, establishing a “ regulat 
Government,” planting the French flag in the city of Mexico, and dictates tt 
line to be pureued by General Forey as if he were marching through a counuy 
subjugated by French power. Its publication at this period has caused consider 
abie excitement in various circles. . 

Potanp.—The conscription is being conducted by the Russian troops. Wars™i. |) 
has the appearance of a place subjected to the horrors of war. Tbe conscripiO@™, 
being made at night, conscripts are torn from their beds at midnight and dragged” 
. the citadel. The people appear struck with terror, those only who are sé!" Hani) 

being calm, jthough expecting ill-treatment. At the instigation of the Bev” Mipits 
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tionary Central Committee a large number of members of secret societies 
sembled near Serotsk, in the neighbourhood of Warsaw, to concert measures 
r preventing the conscription. The military dispersed the assembly and arrested 
rsons. 

‘soca telegram from Athens on the 18th instant says ;—‘“ The election of 
e President of the National Assembly will take place to-morrow. The candidates 
r the office are Palmides and Valbis. Fears are entertained in some quarters 
st the present crisis should lead to civil war.” 

America.—The Great Eastern and Europa have reached Liverpool bringing 
rther advices. The success of the Federal arms in the South-west has been 

eat, but not decisive. The struggle before Murfreesborough, for the possession 
Nashville, commenced on the 29th ult., and continued for five days. Both 
mies fought with the utmost desperation. The Federals state their loss at 

500 killed and wounded, several thousand prisoners, and 28 pieces of artillery. 

he Confederate loss is estimated at 4,500 killed and wounded, and 1,000 

isoners. All the negroes captured by the Confederates were immediately shot, 

he Federal forces after continuing the struggle for five days found, on the 

orning of the sixth day, the enemy had disappeared and was in tull retreat to 

llahema, 30 miles distant. The effect of the President’s proclamation in the 

puth is nut known. I[t has created great dissatisfaction in the Border States, 
oth amomg the slavesand the white population. Governor Seymour's message 

ax well received by the public. General Sherman, with 40,000 Federai troops, 
tacked Vicksburg on the 27th ult., Commodore Farragut’s gunboats co- 

erating. The latest accounts state that three lines of the Confederate works, 
cannon, and 700 prisoners had been captured, and that the struggle was still 

idecid d. Despatches from General Grant to General Halleck report that 

eneral Sullivan defeated the Confederates under General Furrest, at Lexington, 

ennessee, on the Ist, capturing six cannon and many prisoners. The Confederate 

bss in killed and wounded is put down at 1,400, and that of the Federals at 800. 

he iro, battery Monitor, that rescued the fleet at Hampton Roads in March last 

om the attacks of the Merrimac, sprang a leak while off Cape Hatteras on the 

Ist, and sank, carrying down with her 5 officers and 19 men. | 
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» WHEE Be always receiving or doing good. This will make your life comfortable, your 
ous Meath happy, and your account 
et. im Many persons are led by their vices, as there are many who are led by their noses ; 
avefmme™' there are a far greater number who follow both without any leading at all. 
anifmm “lowers are the stars of earth, stars the flowers of heaven, and birds the singing 
eon flowers of the’ air. | 
ets, Ley Who possess the deepest knowledge of human nature are the least violent in 
laming its frailties, 
A young barrister, being reproached by his opponent for his extreme youth, said, 
It is tue that I am young, but my learned friend will find in the course of this 
eet that I read old books,” 
Arrectionat,—When Dobbs was dying, his wife, who had led him a terrible life, 
slat as afraid that he would either cut her off with a shilling, or prevent her paps 
theMeain—she was young and handsome, if she wasa Tartar. But Dobbs left her 
uy Re Money, on condition of her marrying again, ‘‘for then,” said he, ‘‘I shall be 
ler re (hat somebody else will be as wretched as I’ve been.” : i 
Wirry Retort.—On the day of the baptism of the imperial infant in Paris, a 
— of ladies were standing behind the ranks of the National Guard, on_ the line 
ion Procession to the church of Notre Dame, when the Guards, getting tired of the 
ae delay, lit their cigars, and soon the whole line was in a smoke. Some of the 
‘ i began to complain of the smoke. An old soldier, turning round, said with @ 
iti Then they do’ut smoke in your regiment?” A charming little Parisienne 
ytepued, ‘*In our regiment?’ Sometimes ; but never in my company ! 
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